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The NCWIT Award for Aspirations in Computing honors young women at the high-school level for their computing-related achievements and interests. Awardees are selected for their computing and IT aptitude, leadership ability, academic history, and plans for post-secondary education.     

Aspirations 3 minute video intro:  http://www.youtube.com/user/TheNCWIT
Why this state-wide initiative is important:
We believe that inspiring more women to choose careers in IT isn't about parity; it's a compelling issue of innovation, competitiveness, and workforce sustainability. In a global economy, gender diversity in IT means a larger and more competitive workforce; in a world dependent on innovation, it means the ability to design technology that is as broad and creative as the people it serves.

Why NCWIT Exists
· Girls represented just 17 percent of Advanced Placement computer science (CS) exam-takers in 2008; that’s the lowest female representation of any AP exam.

· In 2008 women earned only 18 percent of all CS degrees. Back in 1985, women earned 37 percent of CS degrees.

· Women hold more than half of all professional occupations in the U.S. but only 25 percent of all computing-related occupations.

· Only 11 percent of corporate officer positions at Fortune 500 technology companies are held by women.

· A study on U.S. technology patenting reveals that patents created by mixed-gender teams are the most highly cited (an indicator of their innovation and usefulness); yet women were involved in only 9 percent of U.S. tech patents.

Our goal:  One female student entry from each Indiana high school!

Support needed - options for involvement:
· In-kind gifts for student winner gift baskets
· Donations for winner money awards of $250 each (we hope to give out 10 awards)

· T-shirt $$ so all students who enter the competition will have one with sponsors listed on back
· Donations for the cost of the awards banquet celebrations
· Competition judges/reviewers
· Help spread the word to encourage women to enter 
How will corporate sponsors be recognized?
· On the NCWIT Indiana regional award web site
· On the back of the t-shirts

· In public announcements regarding award winners
What to do if interested:
Go to the link below and let us know how you can become involved.  And plan to attend the Kick-off dinner event scheduled for 6-8PM August 17th at Barnes and Thornberg in Indianapolis.  Wine, heavy hors d’oeuvres and dessert will be provided along with details about the program and how you can get involved.  You can RSVP to this event at the link below:
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Indiana2010Aspirations
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Announcing the 2010 Indiana Regional NCWIT Aspirations Award for High School Girls








