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Itõs hard to believe that the second year of SPIRIT is coming to a close with the end of 2009! We have 

one year left and so much to doé.but with your ongoing enthusiasm and commitment to improving 

and enhancing the learning experience of your students, I know weõll continue to make great strides! 

In this issue, we spotlight everyoneõs favorite SPIRIT teacher...Jane Nawrocki. New with this issue, 

we are also spotlighting a SPIRIT counselor: Todd Ruppert. If you know a SPIRIT teacher or 

counselor who has done something interesting related to SPIRIT (or you are one yourself), then please 

send us a note so we spotlight them. In the January issue, we plan to introduce a student spotlight. 

Initially, weõll begin with the students who completed the SPIRIT summer camp, but feel free to 

nominate your own students who deserve the spotlight :) 

This past June, several of the 2008 SPIRIT teachers and SPIRIT staff attended the Alice Symposium. 

All who attended presented at least one paper or abstract. This type of activity not only helped show 

others outside of SPIRIT what our teachers have accomplished, but it also allowed the attending 

teachers to connect with others who have an interest in Alice. If any of you are interested in this type 

of activity, let me know of your interest so I can notify you when another opportunity comes up. Keep 

in mind that SPIRIT will help support some of your travel expenses if you agree to share the SPIRIT 

message in your paper and presentation. 

One of our past features, Ask Alice, is included in this issue due to popular request. If there are other 

Alice issues that youõve encountered and believe that others can benefit for a quick review or 

explanation, please submit it to Jessica or Mikel for a future Ask Alice article. 

The 2009 teachers have practiced using a new tool shared at the last two in-service meetings: the 

SPIRIT File manager. This tool will allow you to maintain the materials that the public sees under 

your name when they visit the samples pages on the SPIRIT website. The SPIRIT Tools article 

explains/illustrates how you can view available samples as well as update your own materials. Please 

use this tool to ensure that SPIRIT site visitors have access to your latest, class-tested SPIRIT 

materials. 

From the last in-service, we wanted to share several take-aways the SPIRIT team observed from the 

teachersõ presentations. We invite you to share other take-aways with us to add to future issues of the 

SPIRIT newsletter. 

We hope that we will receive IRB approval soon for the SPIRIT contest that was introduced in the 

first newsletter. Once that happens, we will launch the SPIRIT contest. In the meantime, do 

encourage your students to continue to build Alice worlds that they may consider submitting to the 

contest. 

Have a safe and happy new year!..........................................................Alka 

RIDDLES            BY: MELISSA WEDDLE  

As always, here are the monthly riddles. Please email me with your responses to the riddles at 

mweddle@purdue.edu. Thanks and Enjoy!! 

You have a fox, a chicken and sack of grain.  You must cross a river with only one at a time. If 

you leave the fox with the chicken he will eat it,  if you leave the chicken with the grain he will 

it. How can you get all three across safely? 

What is special about this number sequence?   8 5 4 9 1 7 6 10 3 2  0 

SPIRIT Newsletter 
EDITORIAL   BY: ALKA HARRIGER  



I have always thought there are certain things in this world that just donôt go together ï milk and pizza, continuing edu-
cation and retirement, University of Michigan fans and Ohio State fans, polar fleece and bridal gowns.  You get the pic-

ture.  However, after getting to know Jane Nawrocki, some of these opposites have started to come together. 

 

Jane first heard about Alice from her sister, a professor of Computer Science at the University of Michigan.  She had 

given Jane a textbook about Alice and she tried out a few of these lessons in her classroom.  After her students enjoyed it 

and she saw they learned something at the same time, she searched the web for Alice opportunities for teachers.  This is 
how she found out about SPIRIT.  She decided she wanted to attend and also encouraged a colleague, Bonita Adams, 

and a student, Paul Dickerson, to attend as well. 

 

Jane started as a teacher in our 2008 SPIRIT program.  She was not sure she should attend as she would be retiring the 

coming March, but the program had room and she wanted to come.  Soon, we learned of some of Janeôs many talents, 

including, but not limited to, computer programming.  Jane had a wonderful way of communicating difficult material to 

her fellow SPRIT teachers, and we know she did the same for her students back home in Toledo, Ohio.  Jane was very 
motivated to find new ways of using Alice and was frequently asked to present at our in-services to share new game 

ideas and teaching strategies with the other teachers. 

 

The following year, Jane was asked to return to SPIRIT as an instructor.  What a great addition to our team!  Jane has 

also presented at the Alice Conference at Duke University in July of 2009 on an ñAfternoon at the Movies--teaching 

ideas using Aliceò and ñ How Alice Game Templates Support Student Learningò where her game ñSpace Froggerò was 
highlighted.  Jane was also asked to present at the Ohio School Board Association Conference in November 2009 about 

using Alice for Digital Storytelling. 

 

But who is Jane Nawrocki?  Jane is originally from Michigan, so she has an affinity for the blue and gold.  However, she 

has lived in Toledo, Ohio for the last twenty-five years and has also developed an appreciation for THE Ohio State Uni-

versity Buckeyes.  Leave it to Jane to support two of the largest rivals at the same time. 

 

Jane enjoys computer programming because of the logic and challenges but does not play computer games.  She would 

rather be raking leaves or shoveling snow than sitting out in the hot sun.  She is quite crafty with polar fleece, her favor-

ite fabric to sew, as she makes items for her family and has been known to be called the ñpolar fleece auntò by her sis-
terôs three kids.  She is married to Joe and has been for the last twenty-one years and has a step-daughter and two grand-

children.  Jane has the aforementioned sister and also two older brothers, one who was in the Navy and the other was a 

journeyman machinist. 

 

In Janeôs fabled free time she enjoys sewing all sorts of things but has never worked up to a bridal gown.  I really think it 

would be great if she could pull her loves of sewing and polar fleece together for this task ï maybe she could be the next 
Vera Wang!  She also enjoys reading historical novels, her favorite being Gone With the Wind. 

 

In Janeôs words, ñTeaching Alice as a programming language was exactly what was needed to re-vitalize the Computer 
Science Department at Springfield High School. The enrollment nearly tripled; the students were excited about program-

ming; the students experienced much success with Alice; I was excited about teaching programming and seeing the suc-

cesses of the students.ò 
 

Ok, so Jane has totally blown my ideas of things that donôt go together out of the water.  She has also 

inspired me that retirement doesnôt have to be sitting on the front porch rocking the years away.  She is 

rocking in a whole other way ï using her talents to help train the next generation of teachers all over 
the country.  The only one she has left to convince me to change my mind about is the milk and pizza.  

No matter how many times it is served in lunchrooms all over the country, it is still a weird combo that 

should never be had.   
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In June 2009, several individuals from the SPIRIT 2008 class traveled to Duke University to attend and present at the 2009 Alice 

Symposium. The Alice Symposium is for teachers who use Alice in some way and who teach middle school through college stu-

dents. In addition to a keynote presentation, there were 26 presentations organized into two tracks. Several parallel sessions were 

offered during the day: 

1. Informal Setting vs Nifty Ideas 

2. Pedagogy vs Alice in K-12 

3. Innovative Uses vs Interdisciplinary Use and How Toôs 

 

Thirty percent or 8 of the 26 presentations were about SPIRIT-related activities. Eleven SPIRIT teachers and/or staff were involved 

in the writing and/or presentation of those sessions. The remainder of this article provides a summary of these SPIRIT-related pres-

entations:  

1. Bonita Adams, Alka Harriger, and Sandra Doran developed an extended abstract titled, ñCamping with Alice.ò Bonita 
presented for the group and shared her experiences with putting together a summer camp that used Alice. She even got 

the entire audience to sing the Alice camp song together!  

2. Jane Nawrocki and Bonita Adams co-presented, ñAn Afternoon at the Movies.ò They developed a collection of Alice 

worlds into a single movie that showcased the results of their studentsô Alice worlds. They presented their experience 

with storytelling and movie making with Alice.  

3. Julie Briney presented, ñCAUTION: Alice in the Classroom Will Cause Motivation!ò Julie shared how Alice had en-

couraged a number of her students who otherwise had been shy, unsure, or otherwise unwilling to learn to their full 

potential.  

4. Mikel Berger presented the paper, ñObstacles to Alice Adoption in the High School Classroom.ò This paper was co-

written with Alka Harriger, Andy Dooley and Chad Heck. In the paper, they shared many of the very practical lessons 

learned through the first year of SPIRIT about what it takes to actually use Alice in a real classroom.   

5. Rose Hopkins presented, ñAlice & Python: A Great Combination for a Pre-AP Class.ò Rose explained how she uses 

Alice and the Python language to introduce students to computer programming. Her innovative approach of going back 

and forth between the two technologies was very well received.  

6. Jane Nawrocki and Alka Harriger co-write the paper, ñHow Alice Game Templates Support Student Learning.ò Jane 

presented the paper and shared how creating interactive, reusable worlds can both save the teacher time and also engage 

the student at a deeper, and more fun, level.  

7. Alka Harriger presented, ñCould Alice Equalize Student Learning?ò Alka shared some of the primary findings and ob-

servations from the first year of SPIRIT as it relates to what many of you have told us about how Alice has encouraged 

and enabled your students to achieve, particularly some who previously had been at the bottom of the class.  

8. Lester Synder presented the extended abstract he wrote along with Dave Hayes and Alka Harriger, ñUsing Alice's Visu-

alization Capability to Promote Student Learning in the 9-12 Classroom.ò Lester showed how the visual capabilities of 

Alice allow students to see and interact with concepts that previously had been taught only in an abstract, conceptual 

manner. To prove this he taught the audience a chemistry lesson using his Alice world of an atom. One of the directors 

of the Alice project even commented that the original creators of Alice would have never imaged a world like that 

could have ever been created with their tool!  

If you'd like more information about any of these presentations or worlds you can read more at the Alice Symposium website at 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/aliceSymposium2009/ or contact the presenters/authors directly.  

If you've presented about your SPIRIT experiences, let us know so we can highlight you in the newsletter! If you know of opportuni-

ties where you could present about SPIRIT and Alice in the future, contact Alka to find out what we can do to assist you. 
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SPIRIT MAKES ITS MAR K AT THE 2009 ALICE SYMPOSIUM  
BY: MIKEL BERGER AND ALKA HARRIGER  

http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/aliceSymposium2009/


If Todd Ruppert, Guidance Director at South Adams High School in Berne, Indiana, had a blog, it might look like this. 

Friday: 
Wow. I was just thinking how much I enjoy my job here at South Adams High School. It would be perfect if I had more 
time to have direct contact time with my students. I 1-D-R if my students realize how passionate I am about helping 
them discover healthy and safe options to reach their full potential. 

Thursday: 
bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ LΩƳ н.½ ōǳǘ L ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ 
web page. And what did I find? A listing of the 50 Hot Hoosier Jobs. Take a look at the top 3!!! 

1.     Computer Software Engineers, Applications 
2.     Network Systems and Data Communications Analysts 
3.     Computer Systems Analysts 

And get a good look at those expected salaries $63,000-$69,000+ for a BS degree. I sure am glad that my superinten-
dent, a PU grad, encouraged me to attend SPIRIT 2009. Because of the IT career training during SPIRIT, I know what 
these careers are all about. 

Wednesday: 
I presented in pre-calculus class today with the career focus we learned at SPIRIT; I showed them my Alice video--they 
thought it was funny, but got the point, too.  One of our science teachers has applied for the 2010 summer teacher 
SPIRIT program--I hope he gets in!!!  And, I've been working with a small group of girls (sophomores who are in ad-
vanced math, English, and technology and are thinking about a career in IT, computing, or engineering)--they, too, are 
actually thinking about joining SPIRIT 2010. 

Monday: 
BTW! Guess maybe I should close the door to my office when I sing while I work. 2 many inquiring looks. 

Saturday: 
What a gr8 day! Spent the day with my family & friends at the lake house. It was warm & sunny at the beach. After 
boating and swimming, we played nine holes of golfτwish I could play more frequently. And, oh yes, note to self: 
make arrangements to play in the USTA Tennis tournament next month. 
 
!ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ Todd shared his many inter-personal and administrative skills and his up-beat personality with all SPIRIT 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ IƳƳƳΧL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ a¸ ƎƻƭŦ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ 
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ASK ALICE                        BY: MIKEL AND JESSICA BERGER  

Dear Alice, 

 

Sometimes in my worlds I have an object that I want to remove. So I drag it to the trash can but then you pop 

up a nasty looking message box saying you can't delete it. Why are you doing that? I've included a picture be-

low of the message box when I tried to a delete a chicken. 

 

-Deleting in Denver 



Dear Deleting, 

 

In your example, I can't delete the chicken 

object because you are still using it in your 

world. In this case you are using it three 

different times in "my first method". If I 

did delete it I wouldn't know what object 

was supposed to do the activities that the 

chicken was doing. But you do have 

several options. So I need to make sure this 

is something you really want to do. 

 

If you really want to have that object 

deleted, you need to remove all references 

to it. You can do that by clicking the button 

in the error message. If you do that, I will 

put <None> in the place of the chicken. That 

will likely cause many other problems. There are a couple ways to solve those problems. 

 

If you want something else to do the activity the chicken was doing, you can drag a new object from the object 

tree on top of <None>. 

 

If you don't want anything to do that that activity, you can drag that line to the trash can and it will be removed 

entirely from your program. 

 

Wishing you success in all your trash-taking-out endeavors. 
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ASK ALICE                        BY: MIKEL AND JESSICA BERGER  

SPIRIT TOOLS (FOR TE ACHERS & COUNSELORS)      BY: ALKA HARRIGER  

All teachers and counselors who have completed the summer SPIRIT program can now 

control the materials that they make available to visitors to the SPIRIT website (http://

www.ITPossibilities.org) using the SPIRIT File Manager. This article will illustrate how 

to view (and update) teachersô materials. The steps for counselors is very similar, but you 

will start with the Sample Counseling Materials option in the Counselors menu. To view 
the available teachersô materials, go to the SPIRIT website and select Teachersô Sample 

Lessons from the Teachers menu as shown to the right. 

 

On the Teachersô Sample Lessons page (see screen shot below and to the right), you can 

filter the search results by the teacherôs name, schoolôs name, city, state, 

year (of attending SPIRIT), or subject taught. To view all teachers that 

match the search criteria, click the Search button. (To view all teachersô 

sample materials, donôt filter by anything.) To control the order in which 

the search results appear, you may select to order the results by teacher 

name, school name, or subject taught. To view the samples for a specific 

teacher, click the 

samples link in 
the last column 

(see right). 

 

To begin the 



With nearly half the school year over, teachers at the second in-service from the 2009 class had many interesting things to share. This 

article describes some individual take aways as well as general observations shared by multiple teachers that may give you ideas on 

ways you could integrate Alice into your class. The individual take aways list the teacher names and schools, in case you want to 

contact them for more information.  

Take-Aways by select individual teachers: 

¶ Susan Zuber, Science teacher at DeKalb High School: Used the if/then statement in Alice to clarify the hypothesis development 

for students preparing for Science Fair. 

¶ Harry Faulkner, Physical Science teacher at Evansville Day School: Used Alice in his 8th grade science class to demonstrate 

Rube Goldberg machines. His hidden agenda was to use Alice to spark interest for his high school programming class. 

¶ Jen Brunty, Spanish teacher at Western Boone Jr-Sr High School: Used Alice as a "carrot" to get 100% homework completion. 

Students had to complete homework before using Alice. Developed workaround with the lack of accent marks in Alice: Students 

printed Alice screens and hand-corrected the text by manually adding the accent marks. 

¶ Travis East, Technology teacher at Indian Creek High School: Has been working with the Alice developers and some of the 

amusement park rides created by his students might be added to the web gallery of Alice. 

¶ Nikki Craig, Technology teacher at Anthis Career Center/Fort Wayne Community Schools: Gives starter worlds to students so 
they donôt spend so much time on fluff. By using the starter world, students can focus on the content of the assigned world. An-

other project asked students to create Alice worlds of exhibits they saw. 

¶ Urban Reyes, Technology teacher at Crenshaw High School in Los Angeles, CA: We know that kids learn so much during play, 

so if Alice worlds can take on an entertaining feel, kids may learn more. 

 

General observations by multiple teachers: 

¶ When a student represents a topic in Alice, the studentôs understanding (or lack of understanding) of this topic becomes very 

clear. 

¶ Alice can act as a springboard to learningðit gives students a feeling of confidence. 

¶ As a result of Alice skills, a very quiet student can become the ñgo toò person in the class. 

¶ The Alice world created by a student provided the teacher with an opening to chat with this student who could very easily been 

overlooked. 

¶ When students work with Alice, they tend to stay on task the whole time. 

SECOND IN -SERVICE TA KE AWAYS      BY: JANE NAWROCKI & ALKA HARRIGER  

process of updating your own materials on the SPIRIT website, first complete the preceding steps to view what materials are in place 

under your name. (The screen shot below shows the materials that Jane Nawrocki has available.) Because teachers submit three 

lessons, the display will be organized by each of the three lessons and show the filename, file type, date created, and a link to 

download or open the file. 

 
If you want to add a file to a lesson or remove a file from a 

lesson, you will need to access the File Manager by going 

to http://www.ITPossibilities.org/FileManager.aspx and 

entering your assigned username (first initial and last 

name) and password (the 10-digit number you use on all 

SPIRIT assessments). You were sent this information via 

email in Fall 2009, but if you no longer have it, you can 

contact Alka for the information. After logging in, you will 

SPIRIT TOOLS (FOR TE ACHERS & COUNSELORS)      CONTINUED FROM P5  
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see a screen similar to what other site visitors see, but your view will have a few important additions: 

1. You can upload a YouTube video link (for one of your 

lessons or (with permission) a studentôs Alice world or 

classroom implementation video). 

2. You can add file links for specific lessons. 
3. You can remove a file link from a specific lesson. 

4. (To replace a file in a lesson, you will need to use two 

steps: remove the file and then upload the newer file.) 

 

It is important to note that the current File Manager cannot 

handle large file uploads. If you encounter problems when 

trying to upload files to your lessons (such as Alice words that 

have integrated sound and pictures), the best alternative is to do 

the following: 

1. Login to your account on SharePoint using your 

SharePoint username (same as FileManager for most, but a 

few have a 1 or 2 suffix) and password (Sp plus your 
assigned 10-digit ID). 

2. Once logged in, use the essignments link to then log into 

the online assignment submission system. (Your 

essignments login should be the same as the one you use 

for File Manager.)  

3. Upload your file to the appropriate assignment on 

essignments. 

4. Email Alka to let her know the filename and assignment 

name on essignments which has the file that she has to 

manually copy to the SPIRIT website for you. Be sure to 

state which lesson on the SPIRIT website should have that 
lesson. 

5. Alka will reply via email once the file have been copied. 

6. Access the teacher samples on the SPIRIT website to view how the available files will appear to the SPIRIT website visitor and 

verify that the filenames & creation dates reflect the new files. 

 

Each teacher lesson should include at least two files: 

1. A Word document that matches the lesson plan template shared during the summer program. This identifies the subject for your 

lesson and how it should/could be used in the classroom. 

2. An Alice world that accompanies the Word document. This world would more likely be the one that you created during the 

summer and class tested during the school year. However, if you had a student who created a world that youôd like to share, as 

long as you remove references to the student (to protect the studentôs privacy) and explain that it is a student product, it should 

be okay. It would also be a good idea to get the studentôs permission to use his/her work. If you have written parental 
permission, you can also consider leaving the studentôs name in the world. 

 

Additional files that you may wish to include are grading 

rubrics, accompanying slide shows, and related content. 

 

If you are a counselor, File Manager will show you the career 

counseling materials you submitted during the summer as well 

as a possible YouTube video. Like the teachers, you have full 

control over the materials that you share with SPIRIT visitors as 

well as any YouTube video. 

 
We encourage everyone to upload updated materials that you 

revise based on student feedback from class testing. As always, 

if you have questions or encounter problems, please send us the 

details and we will help resolve the issues as quickly as possible. 
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